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Hello Fellow Club Members, 

As you all know, WBYC has had fantastic 
cruising and racing programs this year!  
With the summer coming to a close, now is 
a good time to reflect upon the good times.  
Beginning in Newport on Memorial Day 
weekend and closing with our last formal 

event of the 
year 

Columbus 
Day weekend, 
this club has 
gotten to be 
known for its 

camaraderie.  
With many 
new members 
joining us this 

year, all of these events have had great 
participation and sharing of many stories, 
and we thank all of you for diving in and 
helping the cruise captains accomplish this!  
Of course, the racing program was also quite 
a success, and continues to be even now as 
we complete the fall series and, as always, 
the Pumpkin Patch Regatta on October 18th 
to wrap up the season. 

Don’t forget to check the calendar also for 
upcoming events at the club.  The Annual 
Meeting is scheduled for October 17th at the 

Club and we need all of you to participate.  
A new slate of officers will be presented for 
your vote, so it’s important that we all try to 
attend if at all possible. 

In closing, I’d like to thank all of our Board 
members and Committee chairs for their 
dedication to the Club’s goals and activities.  
And, again, to the many old and new 
members who continuously participate in 
making this the “Friendliest Little Yacht 
Club on the Bay”!  All of you who tirelessly 
volunteer for everything especially are to be 
congratulated. Without your enthusiasm, we 
wouldn’t be where we are now.  Thank you 
so much, folks, for your support and 
friendship. 

George Ann Redden 
Commodore 
Garedden75@cox.net  
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The WBYC board approved the following 
new members: 

Ken & Miriam Thompson from 
Thornwood NY who keep their cutter 
Cofresi’s Child at Brewer’s Cowesett. 

Tim & Heather Tibbitts of East 
Greenwich.  They are in the hunt for a 
sailboat between 28’ and 38’. 

Please join the Board and Membership 
Committee in welcoming our newest 



members to the Best Little Club on the Bay.   

Fair winds, 
The Membership Committee  

Nominating Committee 
Recommends Slate of 2009 

Club Officers 
Dear Members, We are at that magical time 
again, where the Nominations Committee, 
after speaking to a great many members and 
a good deal of deliberation, is ready to 
report to the membership its 
recommendation for officers for West Bay 
Yacht Club 2009. 

As we make these nominations, we wish to 
thank those members who have kindly 
served as flag officers / board members / 
committee chairpersons / 
cruise captains and the many 
other volunteers who have 
helped make our club so 
successful in 
2008!  Collectively, everyone 
worked towards making our 
club the "Friendliest Little 
Yacht Club on the Bay"! 

 The WBYC Nominations 
Committee is proud to recommend to West 
Bay Yacht Club members the following 
slate for your consideration for 2009: 

Commodore: Greg Fornal 
Vice Commodore: Tom Stocker 
Rear Commodore: Jay Eshleman 
Parliamentarian: Martha Weston 

(Marcie) Feldmann 
Secretary: Phyllis Geisser 
Treasurer: Jo-Ann Grima 
Members At Large: Chris Pegge, Joe 

Landy and Nathan Shapiro 

As always, I welcome members to contact 
me should they have any thoughts, questions 
and considerations about this slate.   

Respectfully submitted, 
Dave Pickering 
Nominations Committee Chairperson /  

Past Commodore 

Summer Cruise a Fantastic 
Experience  

On Saturday, July 26 five “brave” boats left 
on the Annual Summer Cruise - Nathan and 
Barbara Shapiro 
(Moon Dance), 
Mark and Cindy 
DerMugrditchian 
(Oasis), Dave and 
Leanne Pickering 
(Spray), Dave 
and Gail Allen 
(Rockin N Rollin) 
and Chris and 
Lillian Chapman 

(Ginger Lilly- 

prospective new members 
from England).  We 
immediately headed to the 
Harbor of Refuge in Pt Judith 
for an enjoyable evening 
aboard Spray.  

The next morning, after 
checking the weather 

forecast, we set sail for Mystic Seaport. 
After having a nice sail for a few hours, we 
encountered a small passing shower. The 
weather “forecaster” said that any bad 
weather would hold out until the end of the 
day. Upon 
reaching the 
pass at Watch 
Hill, the 
weather turned. 
Almost seemed 
like “Gilligan's 
Island”. The 
wind picked up 
and the rain 
started – 40 
mph winds. The 

lightning was 
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  Barbara Shapiro, Cindy and 
Mark DerMugrditchian at the 

Seamen’s Inne dinner 
Saturday night.  

  Dave and Gail Allen's  
Rockin N Rollin 



crashing all around us. Luckily, the sails 
were all stowed. Being that the storm was 
coming from Long Island and that we were 

behind Fishers 
Island, the seas 
were not that 
rough. Since 
Spray was 
already at 
Mystic, Dave 

kept us 
updated as to 

the storms location on his computer. After 
motoring for about 45 minutes at 2 knots, 
we arrived at the Mystic River, and the 
storm started to subside. Everyone arrived at 
the Seaport without consequence. On 
Monday, everyone enjoyed walking around 
the Seaport or going into town. That evening 
we all gathered at the Seaman’s Inne for a 
lovely dinner. A common 
theme among the wives was 
that each had sold their boats 
more than once during the 
storm!  

Tuesday morning we left 
Mystic for two nights in 
Shelter Island, Long Island. 
After an uneventful 26 mile sail (except for 
the current at the Race), we arrived at 
Shelter Island - Coecles Harbor Marina. 
What a nice quiet area! Really relaxing and 
out of the way. After everyone got 
themselves situated, we all gathered in our 
dingys for a “raft up”. Wednesday, a group 

of us took the 
ferry to 
Greenport to 
explore and 
have lunch. 

Thursday, we 
left for a long 
36 mile sail to 
Block Island. 

Unfortunately, due to wind direction, we did 
have to do some motoring. We decided that 
we did not want Dave to be the only one 
using his engine. Upon getting to Block late 

in the afternoon we anchored, since all the 
moorings were taken. Friday and Saturday 
was spent on the beach. What a life! Lots of 
boat hopping for 
dinner and 
socializing. The 
Oar was the 
restaurant of 
choice for Friday 
night. Saturday 
night was dessert 
night at 
Champlins Ice 
Cream Parlor. 

Unfortunately, all 
good things must come to an end. After 
eight enjoyable days/nights – the majority of 
us had to return home on Sunday. The week 
was really enjoyed by all – the little “blip” at 
the beginning only whetted the appetites of 

all to have a good time. 

Those that continued for the 
second week, continued on to 
Cuttyhunk, Edgartown, 
Nantucket and back to 
Bordon Light in Fall River to 
join in on the VJ Day Cruise. 

Nathan Shapiro 
Moon Dance 

Columbus Day Cruise Plan 
October 11th-13th  

Hi All!  The Columbus Day Cruise will be 
heading to Wickford Marina. Joe and I will 
monitor channel 9 on Lady Karen. I believe 
check in time is around 11:00 am on 
Saturday, October 11. Please call the marina 
directly (401) 294-8160 to reserve your spot. 

On Saturday evening, we will have our usual 
get together at this great marina, equipped 
with built in barbecues, tables, utensils etc, 
as well as a hot tub. Please bring what you 
would like to cook on the grill and a dish to 
share if you can. If arriving early Sunday, it 
is nice to take a walk into town or just hang 
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  Nathan steers his dingy to shore so 
Barbara can go shopping. 

  Dave and Leann Pickering enjoy the 
Mystic view aboard Spray. 

  Oasis heads to Shelter Island 



out at this great marina with friends from the 
club.  

Our plans for dinner at Duffy’s on Sunday 
evening are in progress. Please let me know 
if and how many of you will be joining us 
for dinner.  For those joining the weekend 
by land-yacht, you can find directions on the 
Wickford Marina website. 

Please don’t hesitate to E-mail me or call me 
on my cell-633-5075 with any questions or 
concerns you may have. This is very nice, 
short trip with a lot to offer. Up to the 
minute details will continue to be posted on 
our Club One-list discussion board. 

Karen McNally 
Lady Karen 

Impromptu Bonfire 
Great Fun! 

Mark and Cindy 
DerMugrditchian couldn’t 
make the Club Raft up to 
kick off the weekend of 
September 19th and thought a 
wonderful alternative would 
be to enjoy an almost full 
moon at Potter’s Cove the 
following night.  So, Cindy 
tossed the idea out to the 
Club membership via the 
Club One-list discussion 
board.  And what a great 
response she got.  With very short notice a 
substantial armada of WBYC vessels 

descended on 
Potter’s Cove.  
Great weather and a 
great time was had 
by all. 

Said Nathan Shapiro 
via the One-list after 
the event, “Mark and 
Cindy - Just wanted 
to say what a great 
time everyone had. 

Sometimes these 

impromptu get-togethers are great. Many 
new members attended. I believe that there 
were about 10-12 boats and 35 people.   
Have to do more of these! 

Thanks Mark and Cindy!  Well done! 
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How is it that we wait all year for summer 
and it’s over in just a blink of an eye?  Now 
as we move into the cooler weather, there 
are so many social activities to look forward 
to at the Club.  Be sure to mark you calendar 
for: 

 Friday, October 17th for the Annual 
meeting at 7:00 PM.  Have a 
voice on how the club is run.  
This is the night that the 
Board of Governors for 2009 
is elected.  It’s an important 
one, so try to attend if you 
can. 

On Saturday, October 25th, 
we will be dusting off our 
scary costumes and 
decorations for a “Halloween 
Party” at 6:30 PM. It has 
been a few years since we’ve 
had one, so the ghosts and 
goblins are just itching to 
sneak up behind you!!!!!  
There will be pumpkin 
painting or lollipop making 

and other special activities for the kids or 
maybe even a haunted house.  Start thinking 
about your costume now and you might win 
the Scariest Costume Award. It is a Pot 
Luck, so bring your favorite dish to share.  
For more info, call one of us.  As always, we 
need help, so don’t be shy.  Volunteers are 
welcome!!! 

On Sunday, November 23rd, at Nino’s on 
Lake Tiogue in Coventry, the Annual 
Awards Banquet will be held.  This is 
always a great event.  The planning is well 
underway, but we need your help, too.  Stay 
tuned for more as the time draws near. 
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  Mark weighs Oasis' anchor 
Sunday morning 



Game Night; Starting in September we now 
have a monthly “Friday Game Night”.  The 
Club ping pong table, pool table, dartboards, 
backgammon and whatever game you wish 
to share will be available as our members 
socialize and vie for bragging rights.  During 
our September Game Night Grant Brandon 
emerged as the Club “Ping Pong King” 
while Charley Roman dominated the 
dartboard. 

As usual, the Club is open most Friday 
nights.  Whoever comes first with a key, 
please open the door and turn on the lights.  
You can be sure members will show up.  
Any member wishing to obtain a key, 
contact Mark Kane, House Committee 
Chair.  You will need to provide 
a $10 key deposit. 

Need a hall for an event?  Our 
Club is available to members for 
a $25 fee and is available to 
non-members for a $50 fee (Not 

available on Friday 
nights). 

See you at the Club 

Jo-Ann (401) 738-
0272 Phyllis (401) 
219-1784

 Michele (401) 398-2621 
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Ah, the Fall season approaches. And we 
want to again determine the type of 
education programs that will most interest 
you and a majority of members. 
I am requesting your answers to any or all of 
the following three questions. 

a.) Do you have a subject that you are 
interested in and about which you 
would be willing to give a 
presentation (lecture or better yet, a 
seminar). (A great chance to 
exercise your pedantic fantasies.)  
Please contact me. 

b.) Do you know of a member who has 
good knowledge of a subject that 
would interest you?  Please submit 
her/his name to me. I promise your 
anonymity if you wish. 

c.) Do you know of a person in any 
phase of the boating industry who 
has expertise in a subject that you 
would like to hear about. Please 
determine his interest in speaking to 
us and submit his/her name to me - 
or - just submit his/her name to me. 
Your preference of a day of the 
week for conducting these programs 

would also be welcomed 
as would any other 
constructive comments. 
The sessions were on 
Wednesdays last year. 

 Contact me by either of 
the following:  Tel., 401-737-2475      E-
mail, peirce@msn.com  
A separate subject - HURRICANES.  A 
very good site for guidance in hurricane 
preparations for boats and for marinas is:  
http://www.boatus.com/hurricanes/brochure.
asp 
A good hurricane tracking site is:  
http://www.ibiseye.com/ 
Once at the site, wait a few seconds for the 
tracking screen to replace 
the initial advertising 
screen and then click the 
little box that says "Show 
Points of Interest". 

H. Peirce Brawner 
Education Chair 
peirce@msn.com  

Swanson Cup and Bay 
Challenge Teams Set 

Regatta October 5 
WBYC will once again challenge the top 
yacht clubs on Narragansett Bay for the 
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coveted Swanson Cup, the trophy for the 
best three boat spinnaker team in the regatta. 
Barrington Yacht Club has held this trophy 
for the past three years.  Our team for this 
year’s challenge includes Velocity, 
Shanachie and Thunder. 

The Bay Challenge Trophy is for the top 
non-spinnaker teams on the Bay.  Our team 
includes Mighty Moose, Estasea and Parley.   

The spirit of the Regatta is to include as 
many club members on each boat 
representing that club as possible.  The 
requirement is 50% of the crew must be club 
members.  To this point, if anyone would 
like to be considered for crew, please email 
or call Tom Stocker who will pass those 
names on to our skippers.  Tom’s email is 
rtstocker@cox.net.  Cell 401-451-9799.  
This regatta will be held this coming Sunday 
October 5. 

Annual Yearbook 
Advertising 
Available 

The 2008 WBYC Yearbook 
Committee led by Marcy Feldmann and 
assisted by Photo Editor Jake Portnoy and 
gofer Tom Stocker is hard at work putting 
together the best yearbook ever.  To that 
end, the committee iis again soliciting your 
support by requesting your support by 
purchasing space to advertise your business, 
include a picture or support the club with a 
message.  The base pricing will be kept at 
last year’s level for ads placed before 
October 30.  Ads placed after October 30 up 
to the final deadline will incure a $10 
surcharge.  New this year is sponsorship 
placement.  Sponsor a section, race award or 
list. 

The base prices for ads are as follows: 

Full Page $100.00 
1/2 Page $  50.00 
Business Card $  25.00 

Sponsor pricing for cover, section 
and individual page placement also 
available. 

Support your club.  To place your ad or ask 
questions about sponsorship pricing and 
availability contact Tom Stocker @401-451-
9799 or email rtstocker@cox.net.   

Labor Day Weekend Cruise 
Report 

Labor Day Weekend: Once again, with the 
beautiful weather and excellent turnout, a 
good time was had by all. Friday night at 
Dutch Harbor found crew from Hajime, 
Sevenoaks, Tuesday's Child, Warlord, and 
Mighty Moose all socializing aboard Lady 
Karen. Many thanks to Joe and Karen for 
hosting the party, and for their bringing and 
passing off a huge bundle of 
firewood and a delicious lobster & scallop 

pie to the cruise (Lady Karen 
had bail on going on to 
Cuttyhunk at the last minute, 
due to Joe's services being 
needed for anticipated 
hurricane Gustov damage in 

LA). 

We pulled out of Dutch around 9:00 
Saturday morning, off to Cuttyhunk. The 
weather was overcast, with a few brief 
showers and little to no useful breeze, and so 
we motored all the way on incredibly flat, 
calm seas. Earliest arrivals, around 2:00, 
found no available moorings inside, but 
enough in the outside harbor for everyone. 
Aurora had arrived there Friday, in time to 
grab the last stake mooring the marina had 
available. 

Saturday night we all met aboard Spray, 
many thanks again to Dave and Leann for 
the fabulous hospitality. Later in the 
evening, the fog rolled in as nicely over the 
island as it had over my eyeballs. Mike and 
Dawn needed a ride back to Aurora. Being 
expertly taxied by the crew of Mighty Moist 
(tender to Moose), we headed back through 
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what we thought was the canal, only to find 
we had done a 360 degree tour of the outside 
harbor and were a few feet off Spray's stern 
once again. The tip-off however, was the 
dock we almost bumped into, which was not 
supposed to be where we thought we were. 
So we decided a compass wouldn't be a bad 
thing to have along, grabbed one off the 
Moose, and eventually got it rights the 
second time. 

Sunday morning found everyone outside 
bouncing on lumpy seas in a stiff northerly 
breeze, so we began moving to inside 
moorings as they became available, and had 
everyone hooked up inside by about 11:00. 
In the afternoon, after an unscheduled group 
lunch at Bart's (everyone just sort of showed 
up there at the same time), a plan was 
hatched (due to limited dingy seating 
accommodations) for a large party to hike 
overland to the clam pond to assist with the 
clam hunt, and having received some partial 
directions on how to get there, off they 
bravely hoofed and the dingy crew bravely 
dingied. Meanwhile, two more club boats, 
True Brit and Cricket, arrived in the harbor 
and got rafted up. Sometime later, the 
majority of the hiking crew returned with 
news that no such trail still exists ... 
however, someone with initials Jay is still 
out there searching for it. Sometime much 
later, the dingy crew (names withheld to 
protect the guilty) returned covered with 
mud and scars to prove they have been 
there, and a small bag of hard-won booty. 
Then of course it was determined we have 
no easy means of cooking steamers on the 
beach at the campfire later. 

The beach party was held alongside the 
canal, in the dunes and out of the breeze. 
Thanks again to Joe McNally and other 
contributors; we had an ample supply of 
wood for a very nice fire, and thanks to 
everyone an abundance of great hor 
d'ourves. Great night for stargazing and 
ghost stories (or was it horror stories?), great 
camaraderie. After the last flame died, and 
the shore party was over it was "Back to the 

boats!" or something to that effect.  

What a great bunch of people at West Bay, 
eh! These are indeed the best of times. To 
those who had planned to come along but 
couldn't for one reason or another, much as I 
know you regret not being able to go, I just 
want you to know that we too miss your 
company very much. But then, there is 
always a next cruise to somewhere. 

Sevenoaks, Cricket, Hajime, Tuesday's 
Child, and the Moose all had to return home 
Monday. The rest stayed another day or two, 
and Aurora continued on to the Vineyard for 
another week's honeymoon. A beautiful sail 
home, close-hauled on starboard tack all the 
way to the Narragansett shoreline for us, 
hitting the mouth of the bay at dead low tide. 
I had been hoping 
to catch a westerly 
breeze there, but no 
such luck, it was on 
the nose the rest of 
the way in. 

Bill & Michele Lilly – Mighty Moose 
Cruise Captains 

KEEP A SHARP LOOKOUT 
Thursday, October 2 ................................... Board Meeting 
Friday, October 10 ............................................ Card Night 
Sat-Monday, Oct 11-13 ... Columbus Day Weekend Cruise 
Friday, October 17 ............... Annual Membership Meeting 
Saturday, October 18 ..................... Pumpkin Patch Regatta 
Friday, October 24 .......................................... Game Night  
Saturday, October 25 ............................... Halloween Party 
Thursday, November 6 ............................... Board Meeting 
Friday, November 14 ........................................ Card Night 
Friday, November 21 ...................................... Game Night  
Sunday, November 23 ................. Annual Awards Banquet 
Saturday, December 6 ................................... Holiday Party 
Friday, December 12 ........................................ Card Night 
Friday, December 19 ...................................... Game Night  

Find an up-to-the-minute calendar on our website 
http://www.westbayyc.org/pdf/2008-WBYC-

Calendar.pdf  

2008 Board of Governors 
Commodore ....................................... George Ann Redden 
Vice Commodore ........................................... Stew Stewart 
Rear Commodore ............................................. Greg Fornal 
Past Commodore........................................ Dave Pickering 



Secretary ..................................................... Phyllis Geisser 
Treasurer ...................................................... Jo-Ann Grima 
Parliamentarian .................................. Nelson Brinckerhoff 
Members at Large ................................... Marcie Feldmann 
 ................................................................... Karen McNally 
 ................................................................... Nathan Shapiro 

2008 Committee Chairs 
Activities.....Phyllis Geisser, Jo-Ann Grima, Michele Lilly 
Cruising ..................................................... Karen McNally 
Education ...............................................H. Peirce Brawner 
House ................................................................ Mark Kane 
Membership ............................................... AliciaEshlemen  
Publicity ......................................................... Tom Stocker 
Blooper ........................ (Interim) Tom Stocker, Julie Caito 
Racing ......................................................... Grant Brandon 
Website .......................................................... Peter Lussier 
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The  mooring at Dutch Harbor is labeled “WBYC”. 
 Latitude   41º 29.692N 
 Longitude  71º 23.527W 

�
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Note:  Submit new and renewal ads to 
rtstocker@cox.net.  Ads will run for three 
months.  (Expiration date on end of each 
ad). 
 

“Second Wind”  1987 Cal-Pearson 33, 11.5 
ft beam, 6’3” keel, 52.5” Mast, Yanmar 
Diesel 27.3 hp (overhauled in 2001)  
Located at Norton’s Marina, East 
Greenwich, RI.  Contact George Ann 
Redden 401-747-9825 10/08. 

  

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
    

  Sharon Ward, Mark DerMugrditchian and Jim 
Ward enjoy the bonfire   Moon Dance   Tuesday's Child heads to the Bonfire 

  Jim Palumbo, Paul & Cathy Derrig on Tuesday's Child   The bonfire 



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
    
 
     
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Sometimes it is about the destination   A great cruising Saturday night 

  "Yep...that aught to keep the fire going for a few hours"   Parley 

  Estasea   Hurry up and wait... 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 

 
PO Box 1604 
East Greenwich, RI  02818 
http://www.westbayyc.org     
      
       
   

 
 

Contact Carol Anthony to request 
electronic delivery of the Blooper and 
most other West Bay Yacht Club 
correspondence. wbyc@cox.net  
Electronic Blooper delivered 9-28-08 

VERY helpful links to your Club website. 
Need to get in touch with a Club Officer or Director?   

http://www.westbayyc.org/officers.htm  
The latest 2008 Club, Cruising and Racing Calendars are 

always at your fingertips electronically: 
http://www.westbayyc.org/calendar.htm  

  Wizard   Fred and the Swoose Crew 

  Prestart crossing   Lined up for the start 
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