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One more month before another year has 
come and gone, and West Bay Yacht Club 
has one again soared to great heights in 
2008!  With the fine accomplishments of the 
many Board and Committee members this 
year, we have shown everyone that we are 
indeed the “Friendliest Little Yacht Club on 

the Bay”. 

I would like to thank 
every person who 
has provided insight 
and advice to me as 
Commodore over 
the past year.  All of 
us know that any 

organization is represented by its officers 
and the true dedication of those people who 
are always willing to step forward when 
called upon.  This is the reason we have seen 
cooperation and coordination as so very 
important to our Club, and I so appreciate 
those special members who have forged the 
foundations we have been blessed with and 
who have given of themselves unselfishly.  
They are too many to truly name here, but 
among them of course are my fellow Board 
members and Committee chairs and 
members who have tirelessly participated in 
the running of WBYC. 

The year 2008 has proven to be a great 
success in the areas of both cruising and 
racing, with a fantastic turnout for both 
programs.  We’ve also had some innovative 
ideas for social events and look forward to 
our Activities Committee supervising more 
of these during the winter months.  A word 
of appreciation as well to Pearce Brawner 
for putting together a fine educational 
program last year and for single-handedly 
planning all of the seminars we have had.  
Of course, the House Committee under the 
leadership of Mark Kane and Stew Stewart, 
not only kept the building running, but also 
provided us with the embellishment of 
refinished floors … what a great 
improvement!   

With the continued dedication of Dave 
Pickering, our Past Commodore, we have 
also found that the fine details of fundraising 
and his business acumen have truly assisted 
the Club in many ways. In that vein, our 
good friends Phyllis Geisser and Jo-Ann 
Grima have provided us once again with the 
ability to see a function easily come to life 
as they have year after year.  All of those 
volunteering week after week in an effort to 
create a welcoming atmosphere here at West 
Bay have truly succeeded.  I will always be 
grateful to have been allowed to serve as 
your Commodore this year and hope to 
continue helping out in the coming year, but 
I want you all to know what an honor this 
has been for me.  The friendships we have 



all made here at WBYC remain our biggest 
selling point … there isn’t one member of 
this Club who doesn’t count and on whom 
we can count!   

Again, thank you all for your support. I look 
forward to working with Greg Fornal, our 
new Commodore for 2009, as well as the 
rest of the Board in maintaining West Bay’s 
fine reputation. 

George Ann Redden 
Commodore Garedden75@cox.net  
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The WBYC board approved the following 
for membership: 

Richard Wixted who sails 
with Matt Aubey on 
Velocity. 
Christopher Opolsky from 
Norwood Mass. 
David Edwards from 
Westerly, boat name 
Sojourn. 
Paul and Cindy Tracy 
from Smithfield, boat 
name Siochain.  

Please join the Board and Membership 
Committee in welcoming our newest 
members to the Best Little Club on the Bay.   

Fair winds, 
The Membership Committee  

General Membership Elects 
2009 Club Officers 

 The WBYC Nominations Committee is 
proud to recommend to West Bay Yacht 
Club members the following slate for your 
consideration for 2009: 

Commodore: Greg Fornal 
Vice Commodore: Tom Stocker 
Rear Commodore: Jay Eshleman 
Parliamentarian: Marcy Feldmann 
Secretary: Phyllis Geisser 
Treasurer: Jo-Ann Grima 

Members  Chris Pegge, 
    At Large:   Joe Landi 
  Nathan Shapiro 

Halloween Bash a 
Great Time! 

If you missed the 
Halloween Party on 
Saturday night (10/25), you 
really missed a great time!  
We had over 20 young 
ghosts and goblins 
spending lots of time in 

“The Haunted House” being entertained 
with pumpkin painting, apple bobbing and 
other fun activities. Thanks to Alicia 
Eshleman and Edidia Vergano for coming 
up all that wonderful entertainment.  From 
all reports, the kids had an awesome time!!  
Also special thanks to Stew or “the guy in 

the scary white suit” for the amazing 

  Bobbing for Apples  

  Future Artists  
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transformation of the library to “Spooky 
world”.  Both he and “Scary Witch” (Carol 
Ann) were the “Official Welcoming 
Committee and Gatekeepers”. 

Meanwhile, the adults were busy socializing 
and enjoying each other’s 
company out in the main area.  
Thank you, thank you - Nathan, 
Karen, and Alicia and Michele 
for all your “decorating 
expertise”.  The lighting and 
decorations were just terrific.  
Thanks also for all the behind 
the scenes work you did, too.  Last, but not 
least thanks to Phyllis who is always 
working much too hard in the kitchen and 
Barbara Shapiro for all her help with 
cleanup. 

Congratulations to the Best Costume Award 
recipients -- Carol Ann Getter was the best 
dressed “Witch” in town, Mr. Howell (Bob 
LeBlanc), and Pepe Lopez (Bill Lilly).  
Congrats to everyone else that dressed up, 
too.  We sure were a scary bunch, weren’t 
we? 

Now, you all have a year to think up your 
costume for next year.  Maybe you’ll win. 

See you then, 

Jo-Ann 
Activities 

COLUMBUS DAY CRUISE 
TO WICKFORD 

Back by popular demand, the WBYC 
cruisers traveled to Wickford Marina for the 
Columbus Day Weekend.  We had a total of 
11 boats partake on this beautiful weekend, 
9 sail and 2 power (plus one land yacht), 
although due to wind conditions, most of 
sailboats did have to break down and use 
their engines.   

We arrived on Saturday in Wickford with, as 
always, the warmest of welcomes from the 
marina staff.  As for our usual Saturday 
evening frolic, we enjoyed the great patio 
that the marina has to offer and grilled to our 

hearts content on their 
great grill.  Afterwards, 
some of us played poker 
on Sandy and Jo-Ann’s 
boat, some of us partook 
of the great hot tub, and 
some of us, (Jay) got 
tucked in for the night.   

We all noticed that at different times either 
Bill or Michele would leave the marina for a 
short time and return; they were going home 
to let their dog out.  We also enjoyed the 
company of Jay and Alicia's dog, Jake, who 
is old but with the stamina of Jack LaLane. 
Therefore, the chosen song for the cruise 
was “Who Let The Dogs Out”. This was 
sung with great robust at different times, 
hmmm, I wonder by who.  

All kidding aside, we all enjoyed a walk into 
town, old movies of cruises past aboard 
Lady Karen and and overall a very relaxing 
and fun-filled time.  

This year, we decided to change our dinner 
place of choice and we dined at Tavern By 
the Sea.  It was within walking distance and 
the food, atmosphere and service was 
second to none. We all left full and satisfied 
for our walk home.   

The next morning we gathered together at 
the Marina patio with everyone contributing 
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something for breakfast.  We cooked, ate 
and enjoyed each other's company. I heard 
something from Liz about a rooster hanging 
around, possibly wanting to join our Club, 
but I figured we did not need another song 
about THAT..Who Let The Dogs Out.   

I hope everyone enjoyed their trip to 
Wickford; those who had not been with the 
Club before and those that had. I know I did.  

Karen and Joe McNally 
Cruise Captains 
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October was another busy social month for 
your Club with our Halloween Party held 
last Saturday, annual 
meeting and the Pumpkin 
Patch Regatta social.  
Coming into the home 
stretch of 2008, we still have 
many activities planned.  Be 
sure to mark you calendar 
for: 

 Sunday, November 23rd, 
the Annual Awards Banquet will be held at 
Nino’s on Lake Tiogue in Coventry.  
Cocktail hour starts at 6:30 PM followed by 
dinner at 7:30 PM.  Invitations will go out 
soon.  Please RSVP no later than 
November 10th.  

Saturday, December 6th Holiday Party and 
Yankee Swap.  Bring a gift to swap for 
yourself ($10-$15 value) and if you are 
bringing any children, please bring a gift for 
“Hanukah Harry to deliver to them as well.  
It’s a potluck, so bring a dish to share.  More 
details to follow.  Call one of us, if you’re 
interested in helping out. 

Card and Game Nights; Join us for our 
monthly “Friday Game Night” and “Card 
Nights”.  The next Game night is scheduled 
for November 7.  The Club ping-pong table, 
pool table, dartboards, backgammon and 
whatever game you wish to share are always 
available as our members socialize and vie 

for bragging rights.  Check our Club 
calendar for the dates. 

As usual, the Club 
is open most Friday 
nights.  Whoever 
comes first with a 
key, please open 
the door and turn 
on the lights.  You 
can be sure members will show up.  Any 
member wishing to obtain a key, contact 
Mark Kane, House Committee Chair.  You 
will need to provide a $10 key deposit. 

Need a venue for an event?  Our Club is 
available to members for a $25 fee and is 
available to non-members for a $50 fee (Not 

available on Friday nights). 

See you at the Club 

Jo-Ann (401) 738-0272 
Phyllis (401) 219-1784 
Michele (401) 398-2621 
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Ahoy Skippers and Crew alike!  It’s your 
Race Committee Chair with updates and 
information for your reading pleasure.  
Monday night and Saturday long distance 
racing have come to an end in fine fashion.  

Saturday, October 18th, was 
our last official race of the 
season and could not have 
been a better day for sailing a 

long distance race.  The breeze varied 
between 8 and 16 knots, the sky cleared by 
mid-afternoon and the temperature never 
rose above 55 degrees … a perfect fall day 
on the water!  Congratulations to all who 
participated in the Pumpkin Patch Regatta.  
Three classes were created, an A & B 
Cruising Class plus a Spinnaker Class with 
fourteen boats vying for best “ghoulish 
look” and producing the following race 
results: 

Class A: 1st Place - Schedule 80; 2nd Place – 
Dark Star; 3rd Place – Profasea. 
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Class B: 1st Place – Wahtawah; 2nd Place – 
Lagniappe; 3rd Place – Serenity Now! 
Spinnaker: 1st Place – Coconut; 2nd Place – 
Thunder; 3rd Place – Velocity. 

That said, the best decorated “all Hollows 
boat” was by far “Challenge” with their 
GRIM REAPER as a figurehead on its bow!  
Full recognition was extended [and 
appreciated] by all race committee members 
to those racers who showered them with 
trick-or-treat goodies throughout the starting 
sequence. 

 Huzzah to all crews whom participated in 
the Fall Series and found themselves 
competing not only for line honors but with 
mother nature as night fell earlier with each 
passing week and mark rounding’s became 
seafaring adventures.  Final results are as 
follows: 

Class S1:  1st in Class – Sweet Surrender; 
2nd in Class – Thunder; 3rd in Class – 
Velocity. 
Class S2:  1st in Class – Parley; 2nd in Class 
– Cloud Eight; 3rd in Class – Stormin 
Norman. 
Class A:   1st in Class - Coconut; 2nd in 
Class - Divided Sky; 3rd in Class – 
Shanachie. 
Class B:   1st in Class – Schedule 80; 2nd in 
Class – Thora; 3rd in Class – Loonie.   
Class C:   1st in Class – Wahtawah; 2nd in 
Class – Wizard; 3rd in Class – Serenity Now! 

 Last but not least, the Annual Awards & 
Recognition Banquet will be held this year 
at Nino’s on Sunday November 23rd.  Please 
make it a priority to attend as it promises to 

be both 
memorable and 
the highlight of 
the sailing 
season. 

May fair winds 
grace your sails,  

Grant Brandon 
Race Committee Chairman 

KEEP A SHARP LOOKOUT 
Thursday, November 6 ............................... Board Meeting 
Friday, November 7 ........................................ Game Night  
Friday, November 14 ........................................ Card Night 
Friday, November 21 ...................................... Game Night  
Sunday, November 23 ................. Annual Awards Banquet 
Saturday, December 6 ................................... Holiday Party 
Friday, December 12 ........................................ Card Night 
Friday, December 19 ...................................... Game Night  

Find an up-to-the-minute calendar on our website 
http://www.westbayyc.org/pdf/2008-WBYC-

Calendar.pdf  

2008 Board of Governors 
Commodore ....................................... George Ann Redden 
Vice Commodore ........................................... Stew Stewart 
Rear Commodore ............................................. Greg Fornal 
Past Commodore........................................ Dave Pickering 
Secretary ..................................................... Phyllis Geisser 
Treasurer ...................................................... Jo-Ann Grima 
Parliamentarian .................................. Nelson Brinckerhoff 
Members at Large ................................... Marcie Feldmann 
 ................................................................... Karen McNally 
 ................................................................... Nathan Shapiro 

2008 Committee Chairs 
Activities.....Phyllis Geisser, Jo-Ann Grima, Michele Lilly 
Cruising ..................................................... Karen McNally 
Education ...............................................H. Peirce Brawner 
House ................................................................ Mark Kane 
Membership ............................................... AliciaEshleman  
Publicity ......................................................... Tom Stocker 
Blooper ........................ (Interim) Tom Stocker, Julie Caito 
Racing ......................................................... Grant Brandon 
Website .......................................................... Peter Lussier 
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The  mooring at Dutch Harbor is labeled “WBYC”. 
 Latitude   41º 29.692N 
 Longitude  71º 23.527W 

�
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Note:  Submit new and renewal ads to 
rtstocker@cox.net.  Ads will run for three 
months.  (Expiration date on end of each 
ad). 
 

 Lost – Teflon Pot during the July 4th 
Bristol Cruise Pot-luck Dinner Party after 
the parade.  I have someone else’s by 
mistake and would like to return it for mine 



as theirs does not work with the rest of the 
set.  Al Caldarone 401-837-2424. 

 “Second Wind”  1987 Cal-Pearson 33, 11.5 
ft beam, 6’3” keel, 52.5” Mast, Yanmar 

Diesel 27.3 hp (overhauled in 2001)  
Located at Norton’s Marina, East 
Greenwich, RI.  Contact George Ann 
Redden 401-747-9825 12/08. 
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PO Box 1604 
East Greenwich, RI  02818 
http://www.westbayyc.org     
      
       
   

 
 

Contact Alicia Eshleman to request 
electronic delivery of the Blooper and 
most other West Bay Yacht Club 
correspondence. wbyc@cox.net  
Electronic Blooper delivered 10-31-08 

VERY helpful links to your Club website. 
Need to get in touch with a Club Officer or Director?   

http://www.westbayyc.org/officers.htm  
The latest 2008 Club, Cruising and Racing Calendars are 

always at your fingertips electronically: 
http://www.westbayyc.org/calendar.htm  


