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Happy summer, everyone!   

And so far, what a great summer it is 
shaping up to be!  Our New Members/Open 
House party was a huge success and we 
have signed up many new members.  One of 
the things I love best about our club is the 
diversity of our membership.  It never ceases 
to amaze me how quickly people can 
become fast friends and family!  Welcome 
to all of you who are just joining us. 

The first raft-up of the year went off without 
a hitch with nine boats participating and 
from what I heard, some very good laughs 

and music!  I’m 
definitely in for the 
next one (which, by 
the way should be 
Friday July 18th or 
whenever it strikes a 
few of the club 
members).   

We have lots of activities scheduled, so be 
sure to check out the website for the 
calendar and the “Yahoo email” for updates 
and information.  The next gathering looks 
to be for the 4th of July cruise to Bristol 
Herreshoff, which is in full swing for 
planning as we speak.  So, check out the 
calendar here in the Blooper and on the 

website, and let us know if you have any 
other ideas.  In fact, a member who just 
recently joined the Club spoke of possibly 
putting together a fish fry sometime this 
summer since these guys are all big 
fishermen … that should be a lot of fun!   

We do have a wealth of experience in this 
club to share with our new members, and we 
look forward to benefiting from new ideas 
as well.  If any of you would like to 
volunteer to help with the club functions, 
etc. please contact one of us on the Board or 
a Committee Chairperson and we would be 
delighted to put you to work! 

See you down there, folks! 

George Ann Redden 
Commodore 
Garedden75@cox.net  

���������		�

���
Please remember, there is a VERY minor 
Cruising Fee of $20 for each boat for each 
cruise.  These fees are for the Cruise Captain 
to spend at their discretion for special fun, 
entertainment or mementos. 

June’s cruises were a big success starting 
with our annual Memorial Weekend Cruise 
to Newport, our first moonlight raft up of 
the season and the Air Show Rendezvous at 
Allen’s Harbor. July will also be a very busy 
month for Club cruises as three more plus 



our second moonlight raft up is planned, so 
make a point to join in the fun.  You will not 

be disappointed! 

FOURTH OF 
JULY CRUISE  
Jay and Alecia 
have July 3, 
Thursday through 
July 6, Sunday to 

the Herreshoff Museum.  If you have not 
signed up for this cruise, please contact Jay 
and Alecia for details at 
jaynalicia@gmail.com. The cruise captains 
will be sending more information regarding 
cruise.   

BLACK SHIPS 
FESTIVAL CRUISE    
7/19 to 7/20 at Conanicut 
Marina, Jamestown RI.  
Great place to stay.  Jay 
and Alecia are hosting this 
WBYC cruise and I am 
sure it will be great.  More 
information to follow.  
jaynalicia@gmail.com. 

SUMMER TWO-WEEK CRUISE  7/26 
TO 8/9.  Cruise Captains Nathan and 
Barbara Shapiro have a great itinerary 
planned for this annual two-week Club 
cruise.  See Nathan’s article below for the 
full itinerary.  

Karen McNally 
Cruise Chairperson 

WBYC Cruise to....... 

July 17-20, 2008  
All Club members our encouraged to join us 
on this Fantastic Cruising opportunity where 
we will experience one of Newport's lively 
summer festivals.  

The Black Ships Festival offers a variety of 
events that emphasize both Japanese art and 
culture. Events include Origami, Martial 

Arts, and a Japanese Tea Ceremony. A 
highlight will be the Annual Festival of 
Drums, featuring the Matsuriza Taiko 
Group.  

The Black Ships Festival commemorates the 
historic achievements of Commodore 
Matthew C. Perry, USN, of Newport, Rhode 
Island. The "Black Ships," or "Kurofune," 
refers to the Japanese term for foreign ships, 
which, with one exception, were excluded 
from Japan for two hundred years until 
1854. Commodore Perry negotiated the 
Treaty of Kanagawa in 1854, the first treaty 
between the United States and Japan, thus 
ending two centuries of Japanese 

isolationism. This year the 
Black Ships Festival 
celebrates over 150 years of 
the signing of the treaty, 
which brought the two 
countries together as trading 
partners.  

For more information, please 
see: 
http://www.newportevents.com/Blackships/ 

Where: Newport, (we will be mooring in 
Conanicut Yacht Club, Jamestown RI at the 
special mooring rate of $30 including launch 
service.  Reservations required by July 
12th).    

When: July 17 through July 20 (come for 
the days you can make it!) 

Cruise Fee: 20.00 per boat 

I will email the club with more details in the 
coming weeks. 

Jay and Alicia Eshleman 
Cruise Captains 
Gussie 

Summer Cruise Update 
Plans for our 2-week summer cruise are 
moving forward. This will be a fantastic 
adventure.  On Saturday July 26, we will 
leave East Greenwich and head for the 
Harbor of  Refuge, Pt Judith. Sunday 7/27 
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we will head to Mystic Seaport for 2 nights 
(http://www.mysticseaport.org/index.cfm?fu
seaction=home.viewPage&page_id=9527D2
E7-AFC6-3821-FA538F5E76891620). 
Check out the Mystic web site, to see what 
is in store for us. Also check out their 
membership benefits, should be a good 
benefit to join. I have been told by the 
Mystic Dockmaster, that as we arrive on 
Sunday afternoon, we will be able to see the 
“Antique and Classic Boat Parade”, as they 
leave from their weekend. 
(http://www.mysticseaport.org/index.cfm?fu
seaction=home.viewpage&page_id=C9BEE
772-BF19-EC5D-3C1290ADD3112083). 
Plans are being made to have dinner one 
night at one of the Seaports’ restaurants. If 
you want to join us by land yacht – please 
let me know, so I can make 
arrangements. Tuesday, 7/29 
we will set sail for Shelter 
Island, again for 2 nights. 
Since we want to be in Block 
Island before the weekend, 
we plan on leaving Shelter 
on Thursday 7/31 and head 
to Block for 3 nights. This 
way, we will be in Block for 
the weekend, and anyone 
who does not want to 
continue on with the second week, can head 
home. Or those that want to join us can at 
this point. Sunday, 8/3 we are off to 
Cuttyhunk. On Monday, August 4, we will 
head to Edgartown, again for 2 nights. From 
there on Wednesday, August 6 we will leave 
for the Nantucket Boat Basin for 2 nights. 
Leaving Nantucket on Friday the 8th, we will 
make way for Cuttyhunk again, as the week 
draws to a close. Saturday, August 9, the 
group will head to Fall River and the Bordon 
Light Marina, to join in on Dave’s VJ Day 
cruise –“Fall River Celebrates America.” 

Questions, comments, input, you can contact 
me at 401-486-7421 or nshapiro2@cox.net. 

Nathan Shapiro 
Moondance  
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BUSY, BUSY, BUSY!  Those are the only 
words that describe the flurry of activity at 
WBYC recently!  At the beginning of May, 
we had the annual May Breakfast.  Despite 
the uncooperative weather, we served over 
75 hungry people starting around 8AM.  We 
had several guests join us as a result of the 
ad they saw in the local newspaper.  Thanks, 
Tom!  Also, many thanks to the kitchen 
crew for showing up well before the crack of 
dawn to prepare, cook and clean up 
everything!  As always, a wonderful time 
was had by all. 

We are now in to the summer months and 
the racing season has begun.  We already 

held our first long distance 
race.  The “Rainone 
Solo/Twin Race Regatta 
“was held on June 7th.  
Congratulations to all of 
the winners!  The 
“RACING KITCHEN” is 
now open, so we will be 
down there every Monday 
night, cooking dinner for 
the “guys (and gals)”. 

The New Members 
Social/Open House was held on June 14th.  
Carol Anthony and her crew have done an 
outstanding job to make this event another 
fantastic time.  Thanks again, Carol! 

Don’t forget to stop by, hang out and watch 
the Red Sox 
continue their 
winning season! 

See you at the 
Club! 

Jo-Ann  
Phyllis  
Michele 
Activities Committee Co-Chairs 
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Special bulletin…a vote by racers resulted 
in postponing the Crew 
Rotation Race to a later 
date.  An official make-up 
race will be held in its 
place on July 7. 

 Ahoy Mates!  It’s your 
Race Committee 
Chairman with updates 
and additional information for your reading 
pleasure.  Monday night racing and long 
distance Saturday racing is well underway as 
of this article. 

 
1st Place Solo-Twin Winners Profasea and Schedule 8 0 

Congratulations to all skippers and crew 
whom participated in the Rainone 
Solo/Twin Race on June 7th.  Two classes 
were created with a total of eight boats 
participating with each class splitting four 
boats having the following results:  

Class A: 1st in Class - Schedule 80 [Michael 
Therrien]; 2nd in Class – Thunder [Charlie 
Kineke]; 3rd in Class – Rose of Sharon [Tom 
Stocker]; 4th in Class – Estesea [Grant 
Brandon]  Class B: 1st in Class – Profasea 
[Carl Baer]; 2nd in Class – Stormin Norman 

[Norm Lambert]; 3rd in Class – Challenge 
[Stew Stewart]; 4th in Class – Obadiah [Ray 
Perrotta]. 

Congratulations are equally extended to all 
skippers and crew who raced in the 
Fantastic Plastic Regatta on June 21st in 
two classes having the following results:  

Class A: 1st in Class – Mighty Moose [Bill 
Lilly]; 2 nd in Class – Estesea [Grant 
Brandon]  Class B: 1st in Class - Thora [Ken 
Thorsen]; 2nd in Class – Cloud Eight [Mark 
& Kerri Bamford]; 3rd in Class – Obadiah 
[Ray Perrotta]; 4th in Class – Snow Goose 
[Jim Magill]. 

Last, but not least, I would like to thank 
several members of the Club who without 
their dedication and commitment to 
supporting our racing program would make 
it difficult, if not impossible, for our weekly 
program to be a success: Jack Mann, John 
Budzinski, Peirce Brawner, Rick Blanchard, 
Diane Narcisi, Stew Stewart, Esther [Estee] 
& Jenny Brandon, Paul & Leslie Finstein, 
Phyllis Geisser, Jo-Ann Grima, Michelle 
Lilly, Carol Anne Getter, Tom Stocker, Jack 
Portney [Mr. Photographer], all the weekly 
RC volunteers and Mr. Invisible Himself 
[Peter Lussier our webmaster].    

As a reminder, it would be most appreciated 
if you could drop me an e-mail advising 
which Long Distance race(s) you plan to 
participate in for the remainder of the 
summer series in order to plan class splits, 
RC volunteers and après-racing activities.  

Huzzah to all Monday night skippers who 
have achieved, at least, one 1st in Class 
finish:  

Class S1:  
Matt Aubee 
[Velocity]; 
Charlie 
Kineke 
[Thunder] 
Class A:  Bill 
Lilly [Mighty Moose], Bruce Babcock 
[Frequent Flyer] 

Inner  Circle Race Committee  



Class S2: Michael Therrien [Schedule 80]; 
Carl Baer [Profasea] 
Class B:  Fred Kerzner [Swoose] 
Class C:  Art LaFerriere [Dexterity]; Tom 
Assad [Lagniappe] 

Fair Winds,  

Grant Brandon 
Race Committee 
Grant_brandon@yahoo.com   

KIDS AGAIN CRUISE 
On Saturday June 21st we began the training 
of a brand new crew of pirates! What 
wonderful comradery between ships! From 

12 vessels, 10 actual kids and many more 
wanna be kids had wonderful fun blasting 
each other with water cannons and balloons. 
Cook out on the beach with shrimp cocktail! 
Followed by a hunt for treasure in the dunes. 
Then we all relaxed by the fire with 
marshmallows and grog dreaming of the 
next adventure with WBYC! 

Everyone did a wonderful job making this 
happen. Karen and Dave especially! I am 
very lucky that the boat was ready so that 
we could attend! Looking forward to the 
next cruise and seeing everyone again! 

Julie LeBlanc 
Bob, Julie, James and Jillian 
"Prime Time"  

First Raft-Up Great 
Success!   

Our club's first Raft Up of the season was a 
HUGE Success with 9 boats attending 
with well more than 50 people aboard!  
Thanks to all of you who thoughtfully 
brought all that delicious food! WOW!  We 
had steamers, chicken wings and more 
different kinds of appetizers than I have seen 
in a long time!  Jimmy Buffet, The Beach 
Boys and Bob Marley entertained us well 
into the late night!  The warm weather was 
picture perfect with a very light wind, and a 
sky full of stars and a beautiful moon....  

We were even joined by a boat full of 
friends from EGYC who clearly are 
interested in becoming members! 

If you missed this one, do not miss the next 
one to be held on July 18th!  See you there! 

Capt. Dave Pickering 
Past Commodore 

SAFETY  WHEN 
ANCHORING 

The following are some considerations for 
safe anchoring when cruising to be prepared 
for the following nighttime eventualities: 

A.  You find that your previously sheltered 
anchorage has become untenable because              
 of high winds from a non-sheltered 
direction.  (It may be cold and wet). 

B. You find that your anchor has dragged 
and that you must reset it. (It may be cold 
and wet). 

1. Make sure you have a known path out of 
an anchorage - compass courses etc.  (and 
both to and into the next one - which, of 
course, you have wisely chosen ahead of  
time). 
2. Establish a method to determine if you 
have dragged anchor (GPS location or 
bearings). 
3. Keep fuel tank relatively full. 

Treasure Hunters uncover a pi rate's boo ty at Potter ’s 
Cove during the Kid's Again Cruise  



4. Have spotlight hooked up and ready for 
use. 
5. Flashlight (with lanyard) handy to helm. 
6. Instruments on at panel and off at helm. 
7. Spare glasses in chart table (with keeper 
on glasses). 
8. Foul weather gear, life vest with tether 
and binoculars close to companionway or 
helm. 

You are now better prepared for that very 
unwelcome midnight call. 

H. Peirce Brawner 
Education Chair 
peirce@msn.com  
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Do not miss this year's VJ Cruise to Borden 
Light Marina as the City of Fall River hosts 
its Annual Celebrate America!  This is a 
fantastic celebration with amazing food, fun 
and fireworks!  Even the USS 
Massachusetts fires off its 18 inch guns -
 and that's a BANG! 

We will again venture to the festival and 
enjoy some of the excellent walk to 
restaurants!  Borden Light Marina is an 
excellent marina with a great 
swimming pool and all of the amenities.  
The slip rate is excellent at $2.50 per foot 
and that includes 30/50A electricity! 

The $20 Cruising fee per boat is the bargain 
of the century, as each boat will get either a 
WBYC Cruising Shirt or WBYC Hat along 
with other surprise items!  If you plan to go, 
please mail your fee to my home address, 
payable to WBYC. 

I have reserved 10 slips with them that will 
be held until July 11th.  You can learn more 
about Borden Light Marina at 
http://www.bordenlight.com .  Please 
contact Kim at email: 
bordenlightmarinaoffice@gmail.com and or 
give her a call at (508) 678-7547 with your 
boat name, length, and your credit card to 
hold your slip! 

Last year’s voyage there was a great success 
with MANY WBYC boats attending.  (Just 
make sure your slip is not next to the 
portable "Tiki Bar's" on the docks.....just ask 
Bill and Michele...they will tell ya! :) 

Dave & Leann Pickering 
Cruise Captains 
Spray 

Letter to the Editor  

Hi WBYC members, my name is Karen 
McNally and I have been a member at 
WBYC for a number of years.  I have seen 
our small little club grow over the years and 
have also seen much hard work to make our 
club a comfortable, friendly place to go.  As 
you all know, the club is always open on 
different occasions for functions such as 
poker night, racing dinners, and special 
socials.  I would like to see the club hold 
more social events for our members as well 
as private events held in the club to raise 
capital for needed expenses as well as extra 
capital to hold more social affairs, especially 
in the summer months when most of us 
would like to utilize the club a bit more than 
just the occasional party etc.  We all know 
the building is not well insulated and the 
heat beats on the roof and enters the 
club, and even on a breezy day, if we hold a 
private function (the club benefiting from 
the monies paid to rent the club) or a club 
function, it is EXTREMEMLY hot inside.   
Fans just do not do it. 

With the enhancements that have been made 
to club lately, updated electrical, refurbished 
floor, it is shame that with a large group of 
people who may want to hold gatherings 
INSIDE THE CLUB, are most 
uncomfortable to do so in the summer 
months due to the unbearable heat.  It is fine 
to put some tables in the parking lot for 
people to sit outside, but we do need to cook 
inside for racing, place our buffet is on 
tables inside; not to mention, if there is an 
overflow from the ground and the wind is 
blowing the wrong way, we have quite a 



nose bender.  With a yacht club of almost 
200 memberships, it is shame to not get the 
biggest bang for our buck for our 
entertainment in the months of summer that 
we all so deserve.  I would like to see more 
functions in the club in the summer. I realize 
most boaters will say we are on the water, 
however, to draw in new members and also 
to come together sometimes as Yacht Club 
group, it would be fantastic to utilize our 
club in comfort. Many times, I feel I would 
not want to have a function or go into the 
club as it is extremely hot. We have some 
older members that may like to participate in 
more WBYC functions when they are not 
out cruising but the heat is too 
uncomfortable. 

I have asked Mark Kane, our House 
Committee Chairperson, to give us an 
estimate on cooling the club and he has.  It 
is not an exuberant amount of money and 
may be in the $2000 range for vented air-
conditioning, very high-tech and 
economical.  At this point in our club's 
amount of members, (we are not a little 
clubhouse any longer) and all the positive 
reasons for drawing members to utilize our 
club more in the summer months, I am 
asking that if you are agreeable to this idea, 
PLEASE make a small donation for this 
project.  In the long run, it will benefit us 
financially with members that usually don’t 
race or cruise but have boats at Norton’s and 
just want a club to socialize in and an 
opportunity to rent club for a fee for private 
functions, and WE DESERVE IT.  

Of course, we all have our own opinions, 
and that is a good thing.  That is what makes 
us whole.  But if you are interested in this 
enhancement to our club, please let me 
know. I will post the E-mail I received from 
Mark about his estimates.  We do have some 
donations from last year going toward this, 
however, I was hoping this will would be 
done for the summer.  The project itself, I 
believe, would not take that long; it is the 
donations that are holding us back. 

My sincere regards, 

Karen McNally 
Member at Large 
Cruise Chairperson 

KEEP A SHARP LOOKOUT 
July and August 

Fri-Saturday, July 3-6 .................. July 4th Weekend Cruise 
Friday, July 11 .................................................. Card Night 
Saturday, July 12 .......................... Newport Storm Regatta 
Friday, July 18 ........................................ Goddard Raft-Up 
Sat-Sunday, July 19-20 ........... Black Ships Festival Cruise  
Saturday, July 26 .......................... Lady Skippers’ Regatta 
Sat-Sunday, July 26-August 10 ................. Summer Cruise 
Saturday, August 2 ..................... McKinley’s Cup Regatta 
Thursday, August 7..................................... Board Meeting 
Friday, August 8 ............................................... Card Night 
Sat-Monday, August 9-11 .... Victory Day Weekend Cruise 
Friday, August 15 ................................... Goddard Raft-Up 
Saturday, August 16 ... Frank H. Norton Memorial Regatta 
Monday, August 25 .................... Summer Series Race #12 
Sat-Monday, Aug 30-Sept 1 ...Labor Day Weekend Cruise 

Find the rest of the year on our website 
http://www.westbayyc.org/pdf/2008-WBYC-

Calendar.pdf  

2008 Board of Governors 
Commodore ....................................... George Ann Redden 
Vice Commodore ........................................... Stew Stewart 
Rear Commodore ............................................. Greg Fornal 
Past Commodore........................................ Dave Pickering 
Secretary ..................................................... Phyllis Geisser 
Treasurer ...................................................... Jo-Ann Grima 
Parliamentarian .................................. Nelson Brinckerhoff 
Members at Large ................................... Marcie Feldmann 
 ................................................................... Karen McNally 
 ................................................................... Nathan Shapiro 

2008 Committee Chairs 
Activities.....Phyllis Geisser, Jo-Ann Grima, Michele Lilly 
Cruising ..................................................... Karen McNally 
Education ...............................................H. Peirce Brawner 
House ................................................................ Mark Kane 
Membership ................................................ Carol Anthony 
Publicity ......................................................... Tom Stocker 
Blooper ........................ (Interim) Tom Stocker, Julie Caito 
Racing ......................................................... Grant Brandon 
Website .......................................................... Peter Lussier 
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The  mooring at Dutch Harbor is labeled “WBYC”. 
 Latitude   41º 29.692N 
 Longitude  71º 23.527W 
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Note:  Submit new and renewal ads to 
rtstocker@cox.net.  Ads will run for three 
months.  (Expiration date on end of each 
ad). 
 

“Second Wind”  1987 Cal-Pearson 33, 11.5 
ft beam, 6’3” keel, 52.5” Mast, Yanmar 
Diesel 27.3 hp (overhauled in 2001)  
Located at Norton’s Marina, East 
Greenwich, RI.  Contact George Ann 
Redden 401-747-9825 7/08. 
 

 

SAFETY RECALL ADVISORY 
Please inspect your vessel or have an 
inspection conducted by a qualified marine 
technician if you feel the following 
information my affect you. 

Groco Marine Products Sea Valves (2004-
2006)  Problem: Some valves are not 
suitable for salt water use, although 
packaging implies they are.  Material used in 
manufacture may not have complied with 
their specifications resulting in corrosion.  
The silver colored valve stem may fail when 
it is activated, preventing it from closing.  
Valves with a brass/yellow colored stem are 
not affected by the recall. 
Recommendations: Groco will replace 
faulty valves at no charge.  Inspect your 
thru-hull valves and contact Groco if you 
feel a valve is suspect. 

Captain Paul W. Shaw II��
Accredited Marine Surveyor 
www.NoreastGypsy.com

 

               
 
    
     

            
     

Prestart for  the Rainone Solo -Twin Race  Mighty crew of Wizard  

Three  classes converge during Monday Night Racing Series 
action 

Brooke Pickering enjoys a marshmallo w during  the 
Kid's Again Cruise Pot Luck Dinner and Campfire 

 



           
 
 
 

             
 
 

 
 

 
PO Box 1604 
East Greenwich, RI  02818 
http://www.westbayyc.org          

Contact Carol Anthony to request 
electronic delivery of the Blooper and 
most other West Bay Yacht Club 
correspondence. wbyc@cox.net  
Electronic Blooper delivered 7-5-08 

VERY helpful links to your Club website. 
Need to get in touch with a Club Officer or Director?   

http://www.westbayyc.org/officers.htm  
The latest 2008 Club, Cruising and Racing Calendars are 

always at your fingertips electronically: 
http://www.westbayyc.org/calendar.htm  

Memorial Weekend Cruise Dinner in Newport Kid’s Again Cruise water fight goes mobile 

Shanachie struts her stuff House Committee Chairman Mark Kane 

Please share your photos from Club 
events.  Email to rtstocker@cox.net. 

Thank you to this month’s contributing 
photo-journalists Jake Portnoy, Dave 

Pickering and Nathan Shapiro. 


